Priming of sugar beet seed increases speed and uniformity of germination, which in turns supports both faster and more uniform emergence. Additionally, laboratory tests have indicated increased tolerance of both wet and dry conditions. Relative to a standard of 40 ml water in pleated paper tests, an increase to 50 ml and/or 60 ml typically will reduce germination percentage of unprimed check seed. In contrast, germination of primed seed is not affected. With reducing moisture below 40 ml, germination progresses at an increasingly slower rate. However, the margin of the difference in speed between primed and check seed is not affected.
